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Wild Bees And The Flowers They Pollinate Are Disappearing Together Just!
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ScienceDaily (July 22, 2006) — The diversity of [ >
bees and of the flowers they pollinate, has declined w
significantly in Britain and the Netherlands over the
last 25 years according to research led by the
University of Leeds and published in Science this
Friday (21 July 2006). The paper is the first
evidence of a widespread decline in bee diversity.
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bees have declined on average but hoverfly diversity has
increased. In that country there has been a decline in plants
that specifically require bees for pollination, but not in plants
that can make use of other insect pollinators. Thus the plant
declines closely mirror those of the pollinators.

This difference between the countries suggests the declines
in pollinators and plants are causally linked. Researcher Dr
Ralf Ohlemdiller from the University of York explained: "The
parallel declines of wildflowers and their pollinators seem too
strong to be a coincidence."

The research can't tell us whether the bee declines are
causing the plant declines, or vice versa, or indeed whether
the two are locked in a vicious cycle in which each is
affecting the other. It's also not clear as of yet what the
ultimate causes of the declines are, although land use
change, agricultural chemicals and climate change may be
important factors. The researchers hope to clarify these issues
with follow-up studies.

Dr Biesmeijer said: "Whatever the cause, the study provides
a worrying suggestion that declines in some species may
trigger a cascade of local extinctions amongst other
associated species."

The research may not yet prove a global decline in
pollination, but in two countries at least there is strong
evidence that both wild pollinators and the wildflowers that
they visit are in serious trouble.

Adapted from materials provided by University of Leeds.
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